
From Fr. Melvin:  I extend my prayerful regards daily to you and family for the more we pray for 

one another, the closer we are in spirit.  Likewise, St. Paul, with the help of God’s grace, wrote his 

letters in the spirit of prayer admitting his closeness and fellowship among the brethren of the com-

munity.  His letters, admittedly, were written in the spirit of truth and witness of life in Jesus Christ, 

our Redeemer, whereby when his writing ended he was prepared for martyrdom. We enter Part 4 of 

St. Paul Outside the Walls Basilica and witness for ourselves Paul’s undying belief of God the Fa-

ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Thoughtfully, Paul focused spiritual time in veneration of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary; assuredly one will see mosaics and paintings honoring her in the basilica. In-

terestingly, it was here in 1541, St. Ignatius of Loyola and companions visited here and professed 

their vows before the mosaic icon of Our Lady, the Guide which led this saint to form the Society of 

Jesus, the Jesuits [Roman Pilgrimage.  Pg. 216].  Below, I share 2 photos at the Tomb of St. Paul and 

2 other photos that offer architectural features.                
 

Paul was chained and beheaded by the sword, 

and here we see just below the High Altar of tall 

candlesticks and a center Crucifix the rectangular 

container of the chain (it is shown in a bend or 

loop left to right) that bound his hands.  Glowing 

lights from the right signify a quiet moment for 

any visitor caught in the mystery of Paul, Apostle 

to the Gentiles.  The adjacent photo reveals a 

fuller view of the tomb, with a 5th c. plaque de-

tailing “Paul, Apostle, Martyr.”  Below the bright 

glass panels is the Constantinian shrine to Paul 

[Procedamus in Pace.  124.]  

 



 

In the third photo, we take the panoramic 

view toward the front of the basilica as seen 

from behind the High Altar. The mysterious 

small glow in the lower center of the altar 

comes from the chain that handcuffed him at 

his martyrdom. As we know, he was lifted 

up to the freedom of his Savior whom he 

wrote devotedly in his letters. A noticeable 

feature of the basilica’s interior are the col-

umns arranged in an orderly pattern from 

the High Altar, four-sided, the many col-

umns along the nave with the succession of 

popes at mid-height, leading to the distant 

view of the columns outlining the entrance-

way.   

 

 

 

Our last photo is a selection taken from a side 

chapel from which there are other chapels out-

lining the long view of the center of the nave.  A 

side chapel serves the purpose of a special Mass 

if there is an altar or simply a prayerful devo-

tion to a saint, may contain relics in the altar, or 

even a tomb of a pope who had some significant 

part in the basilica’s foundation or restoration.  

Here, we see a devotional painting dedicated to 

the Conversion of Saul, who, according to 

Scripture, was blinded, spoken to by God 

above, and became a convert to the faith. One 

cannot help notice the shining crucifix in front 

of the print which led Paul to know the way of 

the Cross. The beautiful array of gold candle-

stick holders accented below with a blue-green 

frontal set between two columns (why not!) 

simply leaves you between God and St. Paul.   

 

What a spiritual journey here, and may St. Paul intercede in our personal stories of conversion, we 

pray—Amen.  


